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I. INTRODUCTION 

ARD983269275 

On May 10, 1994, the Region 6 Technical Assistance Team (TAT) 
conducted a site assessment at the Cabot Landfill. TAT members 
Eliza Frank and Deborah Stephens were tasked by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Emergency Response Branch (ERB) to assess 
the site, provide photodocumentation, coordinate with local 
officials and brief the On-Scene Coordinator (OSC). 

II. BACKGROUND 

The Cabot Landfill, Cabot, Lonoke County, Arkansas was issued a 
permit to operate as a municipal landfill by the State of Arkansas 
Commission on Pollution Control and Ecology in 1975. The City of 
Cabot owns 118.25 acres, 14.9 of which were permitted for landfill 
use. During landfill operations, the · State conducted several 
inspections. The landfill was cited for exceeding its permitted 
boundaries, leachate problems and overall poor conditions .. A 1981 
inspection noted the presence of 34 55-gallon drums on-site. The 
drums contained various solvents, including paint stripper and 
lacquer sealer, and some appeared to be bulging and leaking. 
Responsible parties reportedly retrieved the drums; however, there 
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was not any documentation to suggest that any soil was removed due 
to possible contamination from the leaking drums. The site closed 
in 1987. The City of Cabot sanitation superintendent, Andy Dedmon, 
continues to monitor the site and bring in additional cover 
materials to maintain the landfill cap. 

Previous investigations conducted at the site include a 1990 
Preliminary Assessment (PA) prepared by the Field Investigation 
Team (FIT) and a 1993 Site Investigation (SI) report submitted to 
the EPA Site Assessment .Branch (SAB) by the Alternative Remedial 
Contracting Strategy (ARCS) . The primary items of concern noted in 
the 1990 PA report include site security and the potential for 
leachate to enter an intermittent creek. The 1993 SI report states 
that chemical analysis of sediment and water from leachate seeps on 
the landfill indicated low concentrations of haiz:ardous constituents 
such as polynuclear aromatic compounds. Samples taken from the on
site drainage ditches indicated low levels of hazardous 
constituents. FIT did not locate any municipal or public water 
supply wells within a four mile radius of the site. The nearest 
residential well was sampled; however, results indicated that there 
had been no release to this well. Upon review of the PA and SI, 
the site received the classification of No Further Remedial Action 
Planned (NFRAP) by the EPA-SAB. 

III. ACTIONS TAKEN 

TAT met with Mr. Dedmon of the City of Cabot Street and Sanitation 
Departments to conduct a survey of the site on May 10, 1994. TAT 
observed that the landfill was heavily vegetated with evidence of 
wildlife on-site. The landfill consists of an older 20 acre cell 
and a more recent unpermitted six-acre cell located in the 
northwest corner of the site. 

When ponding was noted on-site, Mr. Dedmon stated that the standing 
water results from rain water collecting in depressions in the 
landfill cap. The depressions develop as materials beneath the cap 
decompose. Wet weather springs were present on-site, but ditches 
and culverts channeled the small amount of water flow off the 
landfill toward the intermittent creek adjacent to the site. TAT 
did not observe any leachate problems while on-site. TAT sampled 
the on-site ponds and ditches at six locations using pH strip 
indicators. The pH paper readings ranged from pH six to seven. 
TAT did not observe any monitoring wells on-site and the single 
closest drinking water well is located approximately 100 feet south 
of the property boundary. 

A firing range for the City of Cabot Police Department is currently 
located on the site, adjacent to the six acre cell. Mr. Dedmon 
expressed concern about future lead levels on-site as a result of 
the firing range. Due to use of the firing range, the gravel road 
through the site is well maintained. There is a locked gate at the 
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designated entrance to the site; however, fencing is not present 
around most of the site. Mr. Dedmon also stated that since gate 
keys have been distributed throughout the community for access to 
the firing range, illegal dumping has occurred. TAT did not 
observe any illegally dumped wastes during the site visit, but Mr .. 
Dedmon complained that he recently had removed three truck loads of 
illegally dumped furniture and mattresses from the site. Bordering 
the southwest edge of the site are several residences. The lack of 
fencing or security allows access to the site via recreational 
vehicle or on-foot. Evidence of public activity on-site included 
a well worn recreational vehicle path across the 20 acre cell. To 
the west and north, the landfill area is bordered by thick 
vegetation. 

A few depressions in the cap were noted during the site assessment. 
Mr. Dedmon continues to add layers to the present cap on the 
landfill and fill in the depressions with excess construction 
materials, including dirt and concrete slabs, which he brings to 
the site. While depression depths on the landfill range from one 
to five feet, the cap remains intact. The cap is a minimum depth 
of two feet across the site and extends to a depth of four to 10 
feet in some areas. Tire piles noted during the 1991 SI were 
removed for recycling through an agreement with the State. TAT 
performed written and photographic documentation during the site 
assessment. Upon briefing by TAT, the EPA-OSC concluded that no 
further action is necessary at this location. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A Site· Location Map 
B Site Sketch 
c Photographs (pages 1-13) 
D Negatives (retained in TAT file) 
E Copy of Logbook (pages 1-17) 
F Copy of TDD# T0G-9403-015 
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05/20/94 
PAGE : 1 

DATE TIME PHOTO DIRECTION 
# 

I I 

05/10/94 1030 

05/10/94 1032 

05/10/94 1048 

05/10/94 1050 

05/10/94 1050 

05/10/94 1050 

05/10/94 1051 

05/10/94 1051 

05/10/94 1058 

05/10/94 1059 

05/10/94 1110 

05/10/94 1111 

05/10/94 1112 

05/10/94 1112 

05/10/94 1128 

05/10/94 1130 

05/10/94 1132 

0 

101 W 

102 NW 

103 s 

104 N 

105 NW 

106 W 

107 SW 

108 SW 

109 W 

110 NW 

111 N 

112 SE 

113 W 

114 SW 

115 Down 

116 W 

117 NW 

PHOTOGRAPH TRACKING SYSTEM 
TAT REGION 6 

COMMENTS PHOTOGRAPHER\WITNESS 

Ponds accumulating along north end of site. near the firing DS/Ef 
range. 

Pond at north end of site, by the unpermited 6 acre area. DS/Ef 

Three-wheeler trail running across the old landfill cell. DS/Ef 

View to north of the old 20 acre cell from the gravel road. DS/Ef 

View to NW from gravel road of old 20 acre cell. DS/EF 

View to west of old cell from gravel road. DS/Ef 

yiew of old cell down the gravel road which runs from the DS/EF 
site entrance. 

View SW from the gravel road of the old cell. DS/EF 

The 6 acre unpermited cell at the north end of the site. DS/EF 

View down gravel road toward firing range on-site, near 6 DS/Ef 
acre cell. 

View from atop the three-wheeler trail and old 20 acre cell. DS/EF 
Four Mile Creek lies 1-2 miles over the ridge in background. 

View from atop old cell toward site entrance and houses near DS/EF 
site. 

View to west on top of rise in the old 20 acre cell. 
standing on three-wheeler trail/road. 

View atop old cell along continuation of 3-wheeler trail 
that bisects site. 

DS/EF 

DS/Ef 

pH being taken in ditch near road intersection at SE corner Ef/DS 
of old cell. 

View across old cell from gravel road along SE edge of old EF/DS 

Ponding fn the NE corner of the old cell along the bend fn EF/DS 
the gravel road. 



05/20/94 
PAGE : 2 

DATE TIME PHOTO 
# 

-----

05/10/94 1133 118 

05/10/94 1132 119 

05/10/94 1132 120 

05/10/94 1145 121 

05/10/94 1147 122 

05/10/94 1148 123 

05/10/94 1150 124 

05/10/94 1152 125 

DIRECTION 

w 

s 

s 

w 

w 

w 

w 

NE 

PHOTOGRAPH TRACKING SYSTEM 
TAT REGION 6 

COMMENTS PHOTOGRAPHER\WITNESS 

Ponding near NE corner of old cell near bend in gravel road. EF/DS 

Gravel road (running from site entrance) across SE edge of EF/DS 
old cell. 

Marshy area (ponding> beside gravel road near NE corner of EF/DS 
original cell. 

Residence parellel to main gate entrance to site and gravel EF/DS 
road. 

Edge of residence and entry road to site. EF/DS 

Main entrance gate with UCLOSED11 sign. EF/DS 

Main site entrance and nearby resident's yard. EF/DS 

Residence south of site with well closest to landfill EF/DS 
Cwellhouse is small red-brown building>. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 101 PHOTOGRAPHER/~ITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1030 DIRECTION:~ 
Ponds acc1.11L1lating along north end of site, near the 
firing range. 

SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06· 9403·015 
PHOTO#: 102 PHOTOGRAPHER~ITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1032 DIRECTION: NW 
Pond at north end of site, by the ...-.penaited 6 acre 
area. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: TD6·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 103 PHOTOGRAPHER/~ITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1048 DIRECTION: S 
Three-wheeler trail rurning across the old landfill 
cell. 

t SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TOO#: TD6·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 104 PHOTOGRAPHERNITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1050 DIRECTION: N 
View to north of the old 20 acre cell from the gravel 
road. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 105 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1050 DIRECTION: NW 
View to NW from gravel road of old 20 acre cell. 

r . SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TOO#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 106 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1050 DIRECTION: W 
View to west of old cell froa gravel road. -J, 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 107 PHOTOGRAPHER/~ITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1051 DIRECTION: S~ 
View of old cell down the gravel road which runs from 
the site entrance. 

1 SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 108 PHOTOGRAPHERNITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1051 DIRECTION: SW 
View SW from the gravel road of the old cell. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 109 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1058 DIRECTION: W 

1 
The 6 acre unpermited cell at the north end of the 
site. 

SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 110 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1059 DIRECTION: NW 
View down gravel road toward firing range on-site, 
near 6 acre cell. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 t 
PHOTO#: 111 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1110 DIRECTION: N 
View from atop the three-wheeler trail and old 20 acre 
cell. Four Mile Creek lies 1-2 miles over the 
ridge in background. 

SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403-015 
PHOTO#: 112 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1111 DIRECTION: SE 
View from atop old cell toward site entrance and 
houses near site. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TOO#: TD6·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 113 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: OS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1112 DIRECTION: W 
View to west on top of rise in the old 20 acre cell, 
standing on three-wheeler trail/road. 

1 SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 114 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: DS/EF 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1112 DIRECTION: SW 
View atop old cell along continuation of 3-wheeler 
trail that bisects site. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 115 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1128 DIRECTION: Down 

1 

pH being taken in ditch near road intersection at SE 
corner of old cell. 

SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 116 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1130 DIRECTION: W 
View across old cell from gravel road along SE edge of 
old cell. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 117 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1132 DIRECTION: NW 
Ponding in the NE corner of the old cell along the 
bend in the gravel road. 

f SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 118 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1133 DIRECTION: W 
Ponding near NE corner of old cell near bend in gravel 
road. 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: TD6·94D3·015 
PHOTO#: 119 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1132 DIRECTION: S 
Gravel road (rllll'!ing from site entrance) across SE 
edge of old cell. 

1 SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 120 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1132 DIRECTION: S 
Marshy area (ponding) beside gravel road near NE 
corner of original cell. .Jt 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: 106·9403·015 
PHOTO#: 121 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1145 DIRECTION: W 
Residence parellel to main gate entrance to site and 
gravel road. 

1' SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDO#: 106·9403-015 
PIIOTO#: 122 PIIOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1147 DIRECTION: W 
Edge of residence and entry road to site. 

-L, 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 123 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1148 DIRECTION: W 
Main entrance gate with "CLOSED" sign. 

1 SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 124 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1150 DIRECTION: W 
Main site entrance and nearby resident's yard.t 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TDD#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 125 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/DS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1152 DIRECTION: NE 
Residence south of site with well closest to landfill 
(wellhouse is small red-brown building). 



SITE NAME: Cabot Landfill TOO#: T06-9403-015 
PHOTO#: 125 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS: EF/OS 
DATE: 05/10/94 TIME: 1152 DIRECTION: NE 
Residence south of site with well closest to landfill 
(wel lhouse is small red-brown building). 
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Negatives 
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ATTACHMENT E 
Copy of Logbook 
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ATTACHMENT F 
Copy of TDD# TOG-9403-015 



! iB.Account No.: 

jA,Prioritv 
[./J High 
[ I Medium 
l I Low 

3B.Kcy EPA Conuact: 

Namc:fl ~ 

Phone: 

9.Type of Activilr-
. 2P.A 

( I SPCC 
( I On-Scene Monir.oring 
[ I Spill ClcuHap Funded 

... : : ;;-! . ' ... !;:, .• ': ••• ;., ' 

TAT ZONE II CONTRACT 
CONTRACT NO. 68-WQ-0037 

TECHNICAL DIRECTION DOCUMENT (TDD) 
ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT, INC. 

4A.Eatiaara of SA.EPA Site Name: 
Tatal Haun: 

_J.50'-fo Ca.hot ~"aJ.~i II 
4B.Ovaiime . 5B.SSlD No.: SC.City I ~ ISl.11&: er.: 1-1 o. b l~l<.e. ti 12 

[ J No 
6.~ of Funda: [ ] CEPP _____ _ 
[J) CEllCLA ·. [. I Odlllir _____ _ 
( J OPA . 

c J usr 

CERCLA cJ1 Sita~• ,_.. 
AS SPECJFm) ABOVE 

[ ] Special Projecl 
[ ) llcmon1 Funded 
[ ) llcmon1 PRP (AO/CO) 
[ ] On-Sila Monitoring 

C J Allalytical Projecl 
( J Corp. Special Pn,jeac 
( ] Prcpuednr:■a 

7-elelod1:: : • o 34 (p 
c J usr 
( ] FEMA 

=tl.Spccifsc E1anau: 

16.Rec:cived by: 

'TAUSip1111m 

''X"•·'. ·-
·~ •-·. 

Amcaamca: -'----
FY 

7.CEllCLISm: 

~-~ ... Y• Atta t I 
( ) No [ ] Pick-up 

[ ) Quality AM•-• 
[ ] Tniaiag 
l ]PmpamM-1 • 
[ ) Tecllaial A ·= 
[ J lafua11■--1 Men:aa a 

13.llmim DeedJine: 

t( 

(b) (4)
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